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New production was brought on at the Allegheny TLP, resulting in a 
significant decrease in fluid retention times in the separation 
vessels. The incumbent product was not able to effect phase 
separation quickly enough to maintain pipeline quality oil, discharge 
quality water, and efficient vessel operation without an increase in 
chemical injection rate.

MX 996-1 Emulsion Breaker Improves Water Quality

BACKGROUND

Reduces amount of chemical required for water clarification

A change in production resulted in elevated BS&W and poor water 
quality after initial separation. Higher treatment rates for both the 
emulsion breaker and water clarifier were required to meet 
specifications.

ISSUES

The Gulf Coast Region technical service group conducted a series 
of on-site bottle tests using both the commercial Emulsion Breaker 
kit and numerous experimental formulations and demulsifier bases. 
MX 996-1 was selected based on speed of phase separation, 
overall dehydration of crude oil, and water quality.

ANALYSIS

MX 996-1 was plant successfully plant tested, reducing the demulsifier 
injection rate from 100ppm to 60ppm. This product also provided improved 
overboard water quality.

RESOLUTION

Not only did MX 996-1 lower the emulsion breaker injection rate, but by 
providing improved water quality downstream of the separation vessels, it 
also resulted in less demand for water clarifier usage.

DELIVERED VALUE


